WHY GOD INSTITUTED THE ANIMAL
SACRIFICE SYSTEM TO COVER SIN
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AN EXPLANATION OF THE ANIMAL SACRIFICE INTHE
BOOK OF LEVITICUS
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A COMMON A.N.E PRACTICE
AR H W S

Animal sacrifice is a common practice of the Ancient Near East.
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People living in the ANE perceive their gods as capricious, violent and angry.
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So out of fear for their own lives, the people sacrifice animals to appease their gods.
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WHY GOD INSTITUTED AN A.N.E PRACTICE FOR ISRAEL?
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But the God of Israel is not a capricious or vengeful God; rather He is a holy, loving and
just God.
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Because He is holy, loving and just, He did not want to destroy the Israelites for their
rebellion by killing them.

NN ETE, %, o~ SCHR, FrAb A8 Dy PLa s B 8 80O de BT
So he had to find an alternate way for Israel to recompense for their sin.
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WHY GOD INSTITUTED AN A.N.E PRACTICE FOR ISRAEL?
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He did this by using the practice of animal sacrifice that Israel’s neighbours were
practicing, but He transforms the whole meaning of the sacrifice.
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Notice here that it was out of God’s goodness and mercy that He initiated the animal

sacrifice system, unlike Israel’s pagan neighbours who sacrificed animals to appease their
angry gods.

EER, XRH TR RN, MITE] TSRS, G A5 B 3R
BT R, AR PN T P BB ATT R A IS




GOD’S INTENTIONS FOR THE ANIMAL SACRIFICE
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Turn the Israelites from their sin
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Provide an equitable way to recompense for their sin
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Provide a way to cleanse and purify the community
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Ensure God maintains His presence with His people
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THE SYMBOLS OF ANIMAL SACRIFICE
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* The slaughtering of an innocent animal and watching its blood drain from its body was
a visceral symbol of the devasting results of their sin and selfishness (sin

released death into our world)
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* Beside the death of an animal serves not only as a symbol of reminder of the tragic
consequences of sin, it also offers a symbol of substitution. Instead of killing His

people, God kills an animal.
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THE SYMBOLS OF ANIMAL SACRIFICE

* Third, the life of an animal killed is a symbol of ransom payment that would ‘cover’

them (Hebrew, cover, kipper/kopher translated as atonement in English).
BRI A ey RAEE R RS0, K "R i) (R fEkiE

“52" kipper/kopherfll ¥ BiUETE 2 BEGR) o

Fpe —=

[ & R

* The Israelites also saw the blood of animal as a symbol of the animal’s life (Lev

| 7:11).Since blood represents life as opposes to death — the sprinkling of blood in the

tabernacle symbolizes death and defilement being removed from the tabernacle.
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HOW DOES THE ANIMAL SACRIFICE REVEALS THE
NATURE OF GOD?
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The animal sacrifice system instituted by God is a concrete expression of God’s
grace and justice.
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It shows how much God wanted to stay in His covenant relationship with the
Israelites.
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It foreshadows the ultimate sacrifice of the Lamb of God, Jesus Christ for our
sin — an undeniable and ultimate expression of God’s love.
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AT-ONE-MOMENT
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Just as the animal sacrifice in Leviticus is kipper/kopher - cover for the sin of the
Israelites (kibper/kopher Hebrew for cover, translated as atonement in English) the
death of Jesus on the Cross, at-one-moment atoned for our sin.
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Therefore the Book of Leviticus is not about the gory details of animal sacrifice but
it is a book about God’s love.
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